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Business and City Directories from Russia and the USSR

· Ves Sankt-Peterburg: All St. Petersburg
· Vsia Rossiia (All Russia) &  Ves SSSR (All USSR)

· Vsia Moskva (All Moscow)

---------------------------------------

Ves Sankt-Peterburg:   
All St. Petersburg:  St. Petersburg, Petrograd, Leningrad  - (1892-1940) from the National Library of Russia in St. Petersburg

Aleksei Sergeevich Suvorin (1834-1912) was one of the preeminent Russian publishers of the late 19th and early 20th centu​ries.  Suvorin himself was a great innovator, introducing many small-format inexpensive publications printed in large runs.  His most successful series was the so-called Deshevaia Biblioteka (Inexpensive Library), a precursor, no doubt, of the New American Library.  Suvorin issued more than 500 titles in this series, of which he sold more than 4 million copies (prior to 1900).  Another of his undertakings was the series of city directories he launched.  These directories were the 19th-century equivalent of modern telephone books, albeit without phone numbers.  His titles included All St. Petersburg (1894-1917), All Moscow (1875-1917) and All Russia (1895-1923), all of which are now available on microfiche.  

For St. Petersburg, no volumes were published for 1918-1922 or for 1936-1938.  The library's holdings are complete and also include the series Address book of the city of St. Petersburg, 1892-1902 (see below.)  It was clearly the original on which the All Petersburgs were based.  While not every person in St. Petersburg was listed, most were, including their professions (when applicable).  Furthermore, each volume includes an alphabetical index so one does not need to know the address in advance.

Librarians, historians and demographers are likely to be familiar with Suvorin's directories, although virtually no library in the West has a complete run.  However, the Russian National Library, formerly the Saltykov-Shchedrin State Public Library, St. Petersburg, does own a complete set of these invaluable works, and the City Directories have now been reproduced on microfiche for the first time.  All duplicate fiches are manufactured in the U.S. on silver halide film.

Each volume has three parts:  

· lists of houses according to districts and streets, with the names of the owners and other     inhabitants and local maps;

· lists of all institutions, government offices and their employees;

· an alphabetical index by last name of the people listed in the directory, including each  person's   patronymic.

The microfiche edition of the City Directories of St. Petersburg is available in three segments, as follows:

1. St. Petersburg Address Books 1892-1902 (11 vols., 346 mf.)

2. All Petersburg 1894-1914 &
All Petrograd 1915-1917, 1922-1923 (24 vols., 779 mf.)

3. All Leningrad 1924-1935, 1939-1940 (19 vols., 289 mf.)

All three sets (1414 mf.).

---------------------------------------
Vsia Rossiia (All Russia), 1895-1923 and Ves' SSSR (All USSR), 1924-1931
from the National Library of Russia in St. Petersburg

A series of Business Directories

Each volume contains a list of people who owned businesses--from large factories to small grocery stores--in cities and towns throughout the entire Russian Empire and later the Soviet Union.  Some volumes are indexed and some are organized according to guberniias (administrative units) and professions.  As a rule, each volume contains more information than the previous edition.

The business directories, called Spravochnaia i adresnaia kniga (Reference and Address Book), combined with the city directories, are among the best genealogical sources for researchers, as well as for people trying to locate their families who lived in the Russian Empire and later the Soviet Union.  As a large number of the names listed are Jewish, the directories should be of particular interest to Jewish families researching family origins.  Each person is listed by his or her first name, last name and patronymic.  All the volumes are easy to use, especially the ones that have indexes at the end.  Even without the index, all one has to do is look up the area from which one's ancestors came, and then look for the name alphabetically.  There is a chapter for each guberniia.  The first section of each chapter contains general information about the guberniia, including statistical data, names of the officials, etc. 

At the beginning of each directory there is a list of government officials and public institutions for the whole country, including officials in foreign service.  There is also a "Dictionary of Popular Practical Medicine and Hygiene."  Most of the directories have advertisements for small businesses, which provide a vast amount of information about business practices of the time.

The microfiche edition of the business directories is available in three segments, as follows:

1. St. Petersburg 1895, 1897, 1899, 1900, 1902 (7 vols., 219 mf)

2. Kiev 1911-1913, 1923 (3 vols., 83 mf)

3. Moscow – Leningrad 1923-1926, 1929-31 note: Leningrad in 1926 only (6 vols., 155 mf).

All three sets, 16 vols., 457 mf. 
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Vsia Moskva (All Moscow)1875-1917

Address and Reference book on microfiche


filmed at the Russian State Library in Moscow

This collection of All Moscow directories covers 42 years, and in most cases there is one volume per year (for 1895, 1896 and 1903 there are two volumes per year). Nine of the volumes in the collection contain maps, with a total of 70 maps for 1903 and 1904 alone.

The directories contain a wealth of information, including:

· Names and addresses of all Moscow inhabitants, with information on their occupation and place of work

· List of streets, with buildings and house-owners arranged by streets and police precincts

· City plans, including special maps of theaters, circuses, etc.

· Lists of personnel in state, public and private institutions in Moscow

· Churches and monasteries (with brief information on priests)

· Hospitals and personnel lists for each hospital

· Practicing physicians arranged by specialization and location (street addresses)

· Lawyers, their assistants, architects and artists

· Factories, plants and companies in Moscow and its suburbs

The All Moscow directories are excellent genealogical resources for researchers, as well as for people trying to find information on family members who lived in the Russian Empire and later the Soviet Union. 

Various publishers.
Over the years All Moscow published by the following publishers:

1872-1881, “News of the Moscow City Police”

1882, 1889-1893, 1896, “Moscow City Government”

1883-1888, not indicated

1897, Suvorin’s and Levenson’s publishing houses

1903-1905, Surovin’s publishing houses and Moscow City Government

Complete collection (46 vols., 851 mf)
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