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CHADWYCK-HEALEY ™

I think this is a great resource. Biographical information,
in particular, on many of these authors is otherwise
far harder to come by than it should be (not to mention
photos, which are a nice touch in this database), and
the biographies point toward critical writings on the
authors that, again, often remain more obscure than
they should be.

ANNMARIE DRURY
DOCTORAL CANDIDATE, ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
RESIDENT FELLOW, TIMOTHY DWIGHT COLLEGE
YALE UNIVERSITY

The first two releases of the online edition contain 121
volumes, beginning with pioneering early texts of
modern black African fiction like Peter Abrahams’s
Mine Boy (1946) and Cyprian Ekwensi’s People of the
City (1954), and up to the last volume in the series,
Daniel Mengara’s Mema (2003).
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Founded in 1962, the Heinemann African Writers
Series went on to become the principal publishing outlet
for new African writing. For over 40 years, it published
the key texts of modern African literature, playing a
central role in the history of postcolonial writing. 

Now key works from this series are available online,
in the new Chadwyck-Healey™ electronic edition. The
first two releases include a total of 121 volumes of
fiction, poetry, drama, and nonfiction, including works
by Ama Ata Aidoo, Mongo Beti, Steve Biko, Dennis
Brutus, Cyprian Ekwensi, Buchi Emecheta, Bessie Head,
Chenjerai Hove, Jack Mapanje, and Veronique Tadjo.

AFRICAN LITERATURE ONLINE
A MILESTONE IN PUBLISHING

HISTORY

AFRICAN WRITING FOR AN AFRICAN READERSHIP
As African nations won independence, leading writers began to forge distinctive national
literatures throughout the continent. Independence also led to a demand from African
schools and universities for contemporary African writing to replace the European bias of
existing syllabuses. During this period the African Writers Series held a virtual monopoly
on the publication of African writing, publishing all the major authors of this period and
achieving a unique position in African cultural history. 

The online publication of this collection restores access to a substantial body of literature,
much of it out of print and accessible only in specialist research libraries, and opens up
new possibilities for research and teaching.    

A UNIQUE AND HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT SERIES
> Works by the major African authors of the second half of the 20th century 
> Over 300 volumes of fiction, poetry, drama, myths, memoirs, and reportage 
> Copyright content unavailable elsewhere in electronic form 
> Easy access to rare and out-of-print materials

POPULAR TITLES FROM THE PRINT AFRICAN WRITERS SERIES

Cyprian Ekwensi, Burning Grass and People of the City
Peter Abrahams, Mine Boy
Olaudah Equiano, Equiano’s Travels
Steve Biko, I Write What I Like
Ama Ata Aidoo, The Girl Who Can and Changes
Nadine Gordimer, Crimes of Conscience
Doris Lessing, The Grass Is Singing
Buchi Emecheta, The New Tribe and The Joys of Motherhood
Bessie Head, When Rain Clouds Gather

S E R I E S
W R I T E R S

BRINGING NEW LIFE TO CLASSIC TEXTS With Release Two,
the electronic edition now contains 121 volumes; nearly 1,400 works; 98 complete novels
and short stories; 18 plays; and 1,280 poems.

Major authors added in Release Two include Kofi Anyidoho, Kofi Awoonor, Nadine
Gordimer, Taban Lo Liyong, Doris Lessing, Dambudzo Marechera, Gabriel Okara, Lenrie
Peters, and Tayeb Salih. 

The electronic edition covers the whole historical range of modern African fiction, from
early pioneering novels by black African authors, such as Sol Plaatje’s Mhudi (1930;
AWS 1978), Peter Abrahams’s Mine Boy (1946; AWS 1963), Cyprian Ekwensi’s Burning
Grass (1962) and People of the City (1963), to later masterpieces like Salih’s Season of
Migration to the North (1969), Marechera’s The House of Hunger (1978), and Buchi
Emecheta’s The Joys of Motherhood (1979; AWS 1994). Coverage continues through the
last two volumes published in the print series: Ama Ata Aidoo’s Changes and Daniel
Mengara’s Mema. 

A wide geographic range is also represented: most of the works in this release come from
English-speaking countries in Western, Southern, and Eastern Africa, but there are also a
number of volumes translated from French (from Cameroon and Côte d'Ivoire) or
Portuguese (from Mozambique).

ACCURACY, COMPREHENSIVENESS, AND 
COMPLETENESS Only texts published under the Heinemann African Writers
Series imprint are included, and the first African Writers Series edition has been used in
every case. Each volume is reproduced in full, including accompanying text by the author,
introductions, notes, glossaries and other editorial matter, and illustrations. Each complete
volume, including anthologies and collections, is fully browseable via a table of contents. 

All authors are indexed by gender, nationality, and dates of birth/death, and all texts by
details of first publication (date, place, publisher, and language) and details of first publi-
cation in the African Writers Series (date and African Writers Series series number). All
searchable from the Search page, these index fields appear in the bibliographic details for
each volume. The names of translators and anthology editors, and alternate name forms
of authors, are also searchable via the Author field.

Original pagination is preserved, and the page layout of poems is reproduced as accurately
as possible. Scanned images are used to supplement the keyed text for illustrations, figures,
and unusual page layouts. Typographic characters that can’t be displayed in a Web-safe
extended Latin character set are mapped to standard-character equivalents, with scanned
images for cross-referencing.
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