
PROQUEST HISTORICAL 
NEWSPAPERS™—
BLACK NEWSPAPERS

PAT H  T O  F U L L  D E M O C R A C Y

NATIVE SON, RICHARD WRIGHT’S POWERFUL NOVEL ABOUT SOCIAL 

INJUSTICE, BECAME AN INSTANT BEST-SELLER IN 1940, A FIRST FOR A BLACK 
AUTHOR IN AMERICA. “IF WRIGHT WINS THE PULITZER PRIZE BECAUSE OF THIS 

BOOK, NO ONE WILL BE SURPRISED,” WROTE THE PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE’S BOOK REVIEWER. 

“BEST NOVEL EVER WRITTEN BY A NEGRO NOVELIST,” EXCLAIMED EDITOR LUCIUS C. HARPER 

IN THE CHICAGO DEFENDER’S “BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB” ADVERTISEMENT.
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ProQuest makes it easy for both novice researchers and 
information professionals to find relevant information quickly, 
with basic and advanced search options. And, because the 
newspapers in this collection reside on a single platform, users 
can cross-search all ProQuest Historical Newspapers titles with 
one another. This allows today’s explorers to follow news across 
time and geography, uncovering the multiple perspectives 
surrounding important issues and events.

Researchers can confine searches to specific article types, 
dates, author, and newspaper title, allowing them to retrieve the 
most pertinent information. Each newspaper page is zoned into 
article images, and each newspaper image is supported with 
searchable ASCII text. Combined, these features result in fast, 
effective searches.

Users can sort their search results by oldest, most recent, or 
most relevant. They can view and easily download articles, front 
pages, photos, display ads, and more in PDF format. They also 
can use the “My Research” summary feature to track recent 
searches, save articles, email documents, create a bibliography, 
export citations, and create Web pages.

FAST, RELEVANT FINDS

WHEN THE PITCHER SERVED UP THE BASEBALL ON 

OPENING DAY IN 1946, THE FIRST BLACK MAN TO JOIN THE MAJOR LEAGUES, JACKIE 
ROBINSON, SERVED NOTICE:  A THREE-RUN HOMER. HIS DAY WITH THE BROOKLYN DODGERS’ 
FARM TEAM ALSO INCLUDED THREE MORE HITS, FOUR RUNS BATTED IN, AND TWO STOLEN BASES. 

START HERE
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT PROQUEST HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS—BLACK NEWSPAPERS, START 

HERE WITH A FREE TRIAL. SEND AN EMAIL TO PQSALES@PROQUEST.COM, VISIT 

WWW.PROQUEST.COM, OR CALL 800.521.0600, EXTENSION 3344 TO SET ONE UP TODAY.
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2004        
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FROM THE UNWELCOME ARRIVAL OF JIM CROW LAWS AT THE TURN OF THE 20TH CENTURY 

TO THE ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME OF BARACK OBAMA AT THE 2004 DEMOCRATIC 
NATIONAL CONVENTION, PROQUEST HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS—BLACK NEWSPAPERS 
CAPTURES MORE THAN 100 YEARS OF U.S. SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL CHANGE.

Black newspapers were on the frontlines of the civil rights movement. Organizing boycotts and nationwide protests, fighting discriminatory 
housing and employment practices, launching community clean-up campaigns, and advocating for improved health services for minorities, they 
gave voice and strength to communities often ignored by other media. 

ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers combines news from around the block, across the nation, and throughout the world with 
coverage ranging from national events to local sports scores, community events, birth and death announcements, classified ads, book and 
movie reviews, and more. It provides continuous newspaper runs of vital primary source materials essential for the study of U.S. history, 
African-American history, culture, politics, genealogy, the arts, media, and communications.

To experience more than a century of change, start here.

The newspapers in this collection provide unique perspectives 
on local, national, and international events:

Black Newspapers Titles and Coverage
Atlanta Daily World (1931-2003)
The Baltimore Afro-American (1893-1988)
Chicago Defender (1910-1975)
Cleveland Call & Post (1934-1991)
Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-2005)
New York Amsterdam News (1922-1993)
The Norfolk Journal and Guide (1921-2003)
The Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001)
Pittsburgh Courier (1911-2002)

These titles are part of and cross-searchable with ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers™, the definitive digital archive that 
offers access to more than 25 million pages of searchable 
content. Researchers of all types will find the full runs of these 
leading U.S. and international titles an invaluable resource:

U.S. Titles and Coverage
The Atlanta Constitution (1868-1945)
The Baltimore Sun (1837-1985)
The Boston Globe (1872-1925)
Chicago Tribune (1849-1986)
The Christian Science Monitor (1908-1996)
Detroit Free Press (1831-1922)
The Hartford Courant (1764-1984)
Los Angeles Times (1881-1986)
The New York Times (1851-2006) with Index (1851-1993)
New York Tribune (1841-1922)
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (1874-1922)
San Francisco Chronicle (1865-1922)
The Wall Street Journal (1889-1992)
Washington Post (1877-1993)

International Titles and Coverage
The Guardian (1821-2003) and The Observer (1791-2003)
The Irish Times (1859-2008) and Weekly Irish Times (1876-1958) 
The Scotsman (1817-1950)

New titles and years of coverage are added frequently, so 
contact your ProQuest Sales Representative for the most 
current resource list.

 REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE, INTERNATIONAL SCOPE

Not all critics in the black community gave it rave reviews, however. The Pittsburgh Courier’s George S. Schuyler wrote, “Wright is effective in 
his indictment of America’s slave pen. But in his zeal to show the Negro’s resentment he is guilty of gross exaggerations, and thus tends to 
perpetuate the stereotype Negro so long used by Negrophobes to frighten white America.” Lillian Johnson of The Baltimore Afro-American 
shared similar sentiments, saying, “We need writers like Mr. Wright. We don’t need books like ‘Native Son.’” 

By cross-searching the titles within ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers, today’s researchers uncover multiple perspectives 
and gain a more comprehensive understanding of history and the people who lived it.

It’s not every day that your relatives celebrate 60 years of wedded bliss, as the Hendersons did in 1971 
according to The Baltimore Afro-American. Nor is it typical that they receive congratulations from a 
world leader: “Mrs. Nixon joins me in sending warmest congratulations and best wishes on your 60th 
wedding anniversary. We wish you many more years of happiness together. Signed, Richard Nixon.”

In another part of the country, the many descendents of Mrs. Lucy Hawkins will be happy to learn that 
their prospects for a long life are good. Mrs. Hawkins was 125 years old when she died, according to 
the Chicago Defender in 1920, leaving behind 17 of her 18 children and a third husband.

Treasures such as these await today’s genealogists. Along with marriage, birth, and death 
announcements, researchers using ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers will find 
reports on appointments to community organizations, the awarding of medals to military heroes and 
civic leaders, the opening of businesses, the attendance of cotillions and reunions, and other threads 
that combine to recreate the tapestries of personal histories.

Other “big hits” of the last century have been captured by ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers as well. Hattie McDaniel winning the 
academy award in 1940. Thurgood Marshall being named to the Supreme Court in 1967. And, a young politician named Barack Obama introducing 
himself to a nation with his keynote speech at the 2004 Democratic National Convention.

Through standalone photographs, arts and entertainment reviews, sports stories, comic strips, and more, ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black 
Newspapers not only captures the struggles of black people in America during the last century, it also celebrates their achievements.
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ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers combines news from around the block, across the nation, and throughout the world with 
coverage ranging from national events to local sports scores, community events, birth and death announcements, classified ads, book and 
movie reviews, and more. It provides continuous newspaper runs of vital primary source materials essential for the study of U.S. history, 
African-American history, culture, politics, genealogy, the arts, media, and communications.

To experience more than a century of change, start here.

The newspapers in this collection provide unique perspectives 
on local, national, and international events:

Black Newspapers Titles and Coverage
Atlanta Daily World (1931-2003)
The Baltimore Afro-American (1893-1988)
Chicago Defender (1910-1975)
Cleveland Call & Post (1934-1991)
Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-2005)
New York Amsterdam News (1922-1993)
The Norfolk Journal and Guide (1921-2003)
The Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001)
Pittsburgh Courier (1911-2002)

These titles are part of and cross-searchable with ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers™, the definitive digital archive that 
offers access to more than 25 million pages of searchable 
content. Researchers of all types will find the full runs of these 
leading U.S. and international titles an invaluable resource:

U.S. Titles and Coverage
The Atlanta Constitution (1868-1945)
The Baltimore Sun (1837-1985)
The Boston Globe (1872-1925)
Chicago Tribune (1849-1986)
The Christian Science Monitor (1908-1996)
Detroit Free Press (1831-1922)
The Hartford Courant (1764-1984)
Los Angeles Times (1881-1986)
The New York Times (1851-2006) with Index (1851-1993)
New York Tribune (1841-1922)
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (1874-1922)
San Francisco Chronicle (1865-1922)
The Wall Street Journal (1889-1992)
Washington Post (1877-1993)

International Titles and Coverage
The Guardian (1821-2003) and The Observer (1791-2003)
The Irish Times (1859-2008) and Weekly Irish Times (1876-1958) 
The Scotsman (1817-1950)

New titles and years of coverage are added frequently, so 
contact your ProQuest Sales Representative for the most 
current resource list.

 REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE, INTERNATIONAL SCOPE

Not all critics in the black community gave it rave reviews, however. The Pittsburgh Courier’s George S. Schuyler wrote, “Wright is effective in 
his indictment of America’s slave pen. But in his zeal to show the Negro’s resentment he is guilty of gross exaggerations, and thus tends to 
perpetuate the stereotype Negro so long used by Negrophobes to frighten white America.” Lillian Johnson of The Baltimore Afro-American 
shared similar sentiments, saying, “We need writers like Mr. Wright. We don’t need books like ‘Native Son.’” 

By cross-searching the titles within ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers, today’s researchers uncover multiple perspectives 
and gain a more comprehensive understanding of history and the people who lived it.

It’s not every day that your relatives celebrate 60 years of wedded bliss, as the Hendersons did in 1971 
according to The Baltimore Afro-American. Nor is it typical that they receive congratulations from a 
world leader: “Mrs. Nixon joins me in sending warmest congratulations and best wishes on your 60th 
wedding anniversary. We wish you many more years of happiness together. Signed, Richard Nixon.”

In another part of the country, the many descendents of Mrs. Lucy Hawkins will be happy to learn that 
their prospects for a long life are good. Mrs. Hawkins was 125 years old when she died, according to 
the Chicago Defender in 1920, leaving behind 17 of her 18 children and a third husband.

Treasures such as these await today’s genealogists. Along with marriage, birth, and death 
announcements, researchers using ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers will find 
reports on appointments to community organizations, the awarding of medals to military heroes and 
civic leaders, the opening of businesses, the attendance of cotillions and reunions, and other threads 
that combine to recreate the tapestries of personal histories.

Other “big hits” of the last century have been captured by ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers as well. Hattie McDaniel winning the 
academy award in 1940. Thurgood Marshall being named to the Supreme Court in 1967. And, a young politician named Barack Obama introducing 
himself to a nation with his keynote speech at the 2004 Democratic National Convention.

Through standalone photographs, arts and entertainment reviews, sports stories, comic strips, and more, ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black 
Newspapers not only captures the struggles of black people in America during the last century, it also celebrates their achievements.

GRAND COMPANY 

CEN
TU

RY O
F CH

A
N

G
E

Please do not print magenta fold lines



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

The Black Studies Center™ is a digital core collection 
of primary and secondary sources that support 
research, teaching, and learning in Black Studies and 
other disciplines. Content includes studies and 
materials from the Schomburg Center for Research in 
Black Culture; the International Index to Black 
Periodicals—Full Text; the Chicago Defender; and the 
Black Literature Index on microfiche. ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers and 
ProQuest Dissertations for Black Studies can be 
added to the Black Studies Center.

One of the Center’s newest add-on module is The 
HistoryMakers®, a collection of 100 oral history videos 
from the nation’s largest African-American video oral 
history archive. The collection includes interviews of 
contemporary African- Americans such as Barack 
Obama, Reverend Al Sharpton, Gordon Parks, John 
Lewis, John H. Johnson, Julian Bond, Nikki Giovanni, 
John Hope Franklin, Terry McMillian, Isaac Hayes, 
Alvin Poussaint, and many others. Each video is 
accompanied by complete, searchable transcripts.

Ethnic NewsWatch™, a Choice “Outstanding 
Academic Title,” features 1.6 million articles from more 
than 300 newspapers, magazines, and journals of the 
ethnic and minority press, providing researchers 
access to essential, often overlooked perspectives.

The ProQuest Microfilm Vault constitutes the largest 
commercially available microform collection in the 
world. Its more than 2 billion page images deliver 500 
years of information, drawn from thousands of 
literary, journalistic, and scholarly works. Microfilm 
Research Collections are offered for specific subject 
areas, including history and genealogy.

ProQuest Historical Newspapers is just one of the many resources offered by ProQuest to help today’s researchers illuminate the past:
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The Black Studies Center™ is a digital core collection 
of primary and secondary sources that support 
research, teaching, and learning in Black Studies and 
other disciplines. Content includes studies and 
materials from the Schomburg Center for Research in 
Black Culture; the International Index to Black 
Periodicals—Full Text; the Chicago Defender; and the 
Black Literature Index on microfiche. ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers and 
ProQuest Dissertations for Black Studies can be 
added to the Black Studies Center.

One of the Center’s newest add-on module is The 
HistoryMakers®, a collection of 100 oral history videos 
from the nation’s largest African-American video oral 
history archive. The collection includes interviews of 
contemporary African- Americans such as Barack 
Obama, Reverend Al Sharpton, Gordon Parks, John 
Lewis, John H. Johnson, Julian Bond, Nikki Giovanni, 
John Hope Franklin, Terry McMillian, Isaac Hayes, 
Alvin Poussaint, and many others. Each video is 
accompanied by complete, searchable transcripts.

Ethnic NewsWatch™, a Choice “Outstanding 
Academic Title,” features 1.6 million articles from more 
than 300 newspapers, magazines, and journals of the 
ethnic and minority press, providing researchers 
access to essential, often overlooked perspectives.

The ProQuest Microfilm Vault constitutes the largest 
commercially available microform collection in the 
world. Its more than 2 billion page images deliver 500 
years of information, drawn from thousands of 
literary, journalistic, and scholarly works. Microfilm 
Research Collections are offered for specific subject 
areas, including history and genealogy.

ProQuest Historical Newspapers is just one of the many resources offered by ProQuest to help today’s researchers illuminate the past:
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